
 

Pinaceae is a widespread family of mostly ever-
green resinous trees.  The family is noted for its 

vast northern hemisphere forests of Larch 
(Larix), Fir (Abies) Spruce (Picea) and Pine 

(Pinus).  The leaves are linear or needle –like in 
dense clusters or short spurs.  Pines have leaves 

(needles) in bundles of 2, 3 or 5, and occasion-
ally 1 (Pinus monophylla).  The female cones 

are distinctive comprising of many scales and 
may be woody or flexible, solitary or in groups, 

and may persist for many years in the upper 
canopy. 

 
Pines are mostly tall trees and occur in large 

forests in the northern hemisphere.  They are a 

major source of timber, especially Monterey Pine 
(Pinus radiata) which is extensively planted in 

South Africa, South America, New Zealand and 
Australia.  Monterey Pine was widely planted in 

the nineteenth century in parks and gardens, 
plantations and windbreaks in south eastern 

Australia.   
 

Pines are also a source for turpentine, pitch and resin, and the cones for ornaments.  
Some species have edible seeds, “pine nuts”, notably the Stone Pine (Pinus pinea).  

The bark is commonly used for garden mulch. 
 

Canary Island Pine is a narrow to broad crowned tree growing to a height of 30-45m 
with a straight trunk.  The leaves are long and flexible growing to 15-30cm in length 

and in bundles of 3.  The bark is thick, deeply fissured, and reddish brown to pink, and 

very attractive.  The ovoid-conical cones are often large, 9-20cm long, 5-8cm wide 
with rounded scales sometimes bent down at the base. 

 
Grows naturally at altitudes of 1000 – 2000m on the islands of Gran Canaria, La Palma 

and Tenerife, often in cloud forests where the long leaves condense the mist, effec-
tively increasing the rainfall around the tree up to 4 times.  Canary Island Pine is one 

of a few pines that sends out epicormic growth and is therefore able to regenerate af-
ter fire and coppicing.  The juvenile leaves are distinctly blue and can often be seen on 

the lower trunk. 

 

Botanical Name:  Pinus canariensis 
 

Common Name:  Canary Island Pine 
 

Origin:  Canary Islands 
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